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It is revorted that the Hertzor Government, in snits of public ‘leclarations

to the contrary, has no desire to have Movimiento Nacionalista Revoluecionario
(MNR) exiles return to Bolivia to stand trial for their alleged wrongdoings
during the Villarroel regime. The Hertzog Government belisves that their
coning to Bolivia at this time would make the present polltical situation much
nore uncstable, since any trials of MNR leaders mipght possibly make them mart.yrs
in the eyes of many Bolivians.

The public position of the Hertzog regime is to make it appear that the
Government is very anxious to hawye the exiled leaders returned, and it has been
roported that extradition proceedings had been instituted against lea’era of
the MNR now in Argentina and Peru.

A renort from Argsntina indisates that the Bolivian Embassy in 3uenos Adres
has not received any offizial instructions concerning the extradition of Paz
Estenssoro and other MNR exiles.

The MNR National Cormand is awars of the anxiety felt by the Goverament over
the return of the political exiles, who are reported to number about 120
persons. The Hational Comrand of the MNR has encouraped several of these
exiles to nresent themselves at Bolivian consulates and apoly for Bolivien
visas in order to return %o Bolivia to stand trial. In 27 different cases,
I visas have been refused. The MNR National Command is said
to be considering setting a specific date st which time all of the 120 exilesz
will make legal or illegal entrance into Bolivia with demands that they be
tried for mlleged crimes and that their status before law be fully determined.
For that reason, immigration peracmnel and frontier guards have been in-
structed to prevent such entronce of the exilea. 25X1X
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